Appl. No. : 10/090,037 

Filed : February 27, 2002 



REMARKS 

Applicant has the following remarks with respect to the Office Action. 

Discussion of Objection to the Drawings 

In the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings under 37 CFR § 1.84(p)(5) 
since they include reference numerals "la" and "3" which are not mentioned in the description. 
In reply, Applicant has amended the specification to include the reference numerals. Now, the 
reference numerals "la" and "3" shown in the drawings are mentioned in the specification. 
"Withdrawal of the objection is respectfully requested. 

Discussion of Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102(b) and (e) 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 1-3 on 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,328,714, to Spinosa, et al. (hereinafter "Spinosa"). Claims 1 
and 2 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,520,588, 
to Busch (hereinafter "Busch"). Applicant respectfully submits that a claim is anticipated only if 
each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described 
in a single prior art reference. See M.P.E.P. § 2131. Applicant respectfully submits that Spinosa 
and Busch fail to teach or suggest certain limitations from the recited claims. 

One embodiment of Applicant's invention is directed to a seat belt connector assembly. 
The seat belt connector assembly comprises a seat belt anchor adapted to be coupled to a 
passenger seat; a cover for accommodating at least part of the seat belt anchor so that the seat belt 
anchor and the cover are relatively movable; and relative-position indicating means for indicating 
that relative position between the seat belt anchor and the cover which varies with the change in a 
tension force applied to the seat belt. A user utilizing the seat belt is enabled to easily make a 
judgment as to whether a sufficient tension force has been applied to the seat belt on the basis of 
the indication of the relative position given by the relative-position indicating means. 

Turning to the claims, it is seen that Claim 1 recites among other limitations "relative- 
position indicating means for indicating a relative position between said seat belt anchor and said 
cover, the relative position varying with a change in tension force applied to the seat belt." 
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Applicant respectfully submits that at least this limitation is not taught or suggested by the cited 
prior art. 

Spinosa describes an actuation assembly 10 includes a handle 20 adapted to be manually 
gripped by the user 15, and housing means 22 adapted to be fixedly secured to the harness 12 or 
the like. Releasing means 25 is operatively associated with the housing means 22 and the handle 
* 20 so as to maintain the handle 20 in the confined position relative to the housing means 22 such 
that only upon the application of a predetermined force to the handle 20 in the direction of arrow 
26 as illustrated in FIG. 4 is it removable from the confined position thereof (col. 3, line 60 to 
col. 4, line 5). 

Fasteners 88 and 89 that are used for joining the flanges 84 and 85 to the base 56 may be 
in the form of rivets. The force necessary to obtain the resilient deflection of the projection 75 is 
adjustable by varying the position of one of the fastener 89 relative to the projection 75 as 
illustrated in FIG. 5 (col. 5, lines 50-56). By selectively placing the rivet 89 at location A, B or C 
as indicated on FIGS. 3 and 4, the force as indicated by arrow 26 can be changed for example 
from 27 pounds to 23 pounds and to 19 pounds (col. 5, line 59 to col. 6, line 21). Safety means 
96 is operatively associated with the housing means 22 and the handle 20 to provide security 
against inadvertent removal of the handle 20 from the confined position. The safety means 96 
includes a strap 97 coupled to the housing means 22 and adapted to extend around the handle 20 
for retaining same in place (col. 6, lines 22-27). 

Applicant respectfully submits that the actuation assembly 10 disclosed in Spinosa is 
merely designed to selectively position the rivet 89 of releasing means 25 at location A, B or C 
thereby changing the releasing force necessary to operate the actuation assembly 10. Thus, 
Applicant respectfully submits that Spinosa fails to teach or suggest the relative-position 
indicating means as is claimed. In Spinosa, the position of the rivet 89 does not vary with a 
change in a tension force applied to a seat belt. 

Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that this limitation is not taught or suggested 
by Busch. Busch describes a seat belt 20 that passes through a tongue assembly 50 and a guide 
assembly 52. To use the seat belt 20, the tongue assembly 50 is moved across the seat 14, around 
the vehicle occupant 22, and connected with a buckle 54 that is connected to the vehicle body 32 
by an anchor plate 56 (col. 2, lines 27-36). A guide member 120 of the guide assembly 52 
includes first and second side portions 122, 124, and an elongated guide slot 140 extends through 
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the guide member 120 (col. 3, lines 49-50). The guide member 120 rotates relative to the seat 14 
to help to prevent portions of the seat belt 20 adjacent the occupant from becoming twisted or 
folded (col. 5, lines 47-49). Applicant respectfully submits that the guide member 120 and the 
first and second side portions 122, 124 are not "seat belt anchors" as is claimed. In Busch, the 

• guide is intended to "guide" the movement of a seatbelt and not to "anchor" the seat belt to a 

* particular location. Furthermore, the seat belt guide of Busch does not include relative-position 
indicating means as is claimed. In Busch, the guide 120 may rotate about an axis 200. However, 
in Busch, there is no specific structure for "indicating a relative position between said seat belt 
anchor and said cover, the relative position varying with a change in a tension force applied to 
the seat belt." As is recited in Claim 1, there are three limitations directed to three distinct 
elements, i.e., a seat belt anchor, a cover, and relative-position indicating means. 

Since both the two cited references lack the provision of "relative-position indicating 
means for indicating the relative position between the seat belt anchor and the cover which varies 
with the change in a tension force applied to the seat belt", Applicant respectfully submits that 
Claim 1 and dependent Claims 2 and 3 are in condition for immediate allowance. 



Applicant has endeavored to address all of the Examiner's concerns as expressed in the 
outstanding Office Action. In light of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the outstanding rejections is respectfully requested. < If the Examiner has any 
questions which may be answered by telephone, he is invited to call the undersigned directly. 



Summary 



Respectfully submitted, 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 




Eric M. Nelson 
Registration No. 43,829 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(619) 235-8550 
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